Find what suits you. The third lesson came on my fi rst day in a new postdoc, this time in Italy. My boss, who directed a few research teams, told me, "Look around at all the groups. See what they do, and fi nd what suits you best. I believe in self-organization; everyone should do what they like, as only then will they do it with joy and passion." I was surprised to be of ered this level of independence, but I followed his advice and ended up embarking on an ambitious project-designing and building bacteria-sized robots powered and controlled by lightthat was quite far from my initial plans. I wondered what it would mean for my career if we failed, but I felt that this was the area I could explore, as my adviser advocated, "with joy and passion." Talking to other scientists, both young and mature, I see how dif cult it can be to enjoy research. I feel privileged that my mentors encouraged me to play, have fun, and pursue joy, and that their support af orded me the opportunity to take risks. As for the robot, after 2 years of work, our team built a machine half the size of the world's smallest known insect, a male parasitic wasp. The success was gratify ing, but I think I would have been happy with my decision to push my limits regardless of the results. Now, as I put the fi nal touches on the design of my new lab space, I plan to have a poster at the entrance to help remind my group-and myself-that taking risks is the essence of research. It says, "Which research project would you start today if you were certain you would succeed?" ■ 
